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provides assistance in this direction, grants of 50 per cent, of the cost of the
work being made in approved cases. Actually, long-term loans or grants
would solve, not only this problem, but others equally clamant. It would
provide work in our rural areas, encourage industry, give the producer an
up-to-date building in which it would be a pleasure to work, lower the in-
cidence of disease among dairy cattle, and finally, if proper methods were
used, result in the production of clean milk. The Income Tax Act of 1945
provided encouragement to owners to erect new buildings where essential
for increasing efficiency as both owners and tenants who incur capital
expenditure on such buildings after April 6th, 1944, are entitled to an allow-
ance on their tax assessment of one-tenth of the expenditure in each of ten
successive years. This provision has done much to provide more hygienic
housing for dairy cattle. In addition, under the terms of the Agricultural
Act, 1947, it is now the landlord's duty to provide his tenant with suitable
fixed equipment in order to carry out his work, and assistance in the improve-
ment of farm buildings which is available in this direction should not be
forgotten. Obviously, no milk producer can hope to provide regularly milk
of good keeping quality without the necessary amenities.
One of the main requirements for the production of milk for human
consumption is cleanliness, and although it has been proved that clean milk
can, by the use of careful methods, be produced in unsatisfactory premises
there is no doubt that good, hygienically planned and equipped buildings
are an invaluable asset to the farmer, and are of very great assistance in any
efforts he may be making towards the production of a clean article. They are
also of great assistance to those who are engaged in encouraging the farmer
to improve the public milk supply. When the campaign for clean milk
first commenced following the War of 1914-18, those responsible for the cleaner
milk movement found that buildings generally were in a very poor and
insanitary condition, and as it was urgently necessary for some improvement
to take place in the bacterial quality of the milk produced in such premises,
steps were successfully taken to demonstrate that it was possible to produce
milk of good keeping quality in any type of old building, always provided
that sufficient effort was expended on the process. This demonstration has
served the purpose for which it was designed and it is now essential that the
habit of making do should cease before it becomes perpetuated and is allowed
to become static.
There is no doubt that clean milk can be produced in poor premises
if the methods employed are correct. Conversely, new buildings are no
guarantee that success will be achieved. In spite of this apparently con-
tradictory state of affairs, it is quite time that a vigorous policy of farm
building improvement, together with cheap and plentiful supplies of water
and electricity, should be introduced to run side by side with improvements
in production methods. There can be no doubt that the most favourable
conditions for improvement in animal health and for clean milk production
exist in up-to-date buildings besides which they are labour-saving, an
important item in these days of labour shortage. Farmers are only human,
and what person would not be discouraged by having to struggle to produce
clean milk in buildings such as those shown in the first two illustrations ?
The labour required for the production of milk in buildings of that type is
enormous, and as the economics of farming render it essential that labour
should be saved wherever possible, a properly planned and constructed
building is virtually a sine qua won.